National Crossing Boundaries
Art Exhibition 2015

Splendor of Canada

Exhibition dates:

Saturday May 16th through Sunday May 24th
at International Arts Gallery

Tuesday May 26th through Sunday June 7th
at the Federation Gallery

A cooperative exhibition between the

Federation of Canadian Artists
and the

International Arts Gallery
with kind assistance from the

Canada Chinese Arts Bridge Association






Greeting from Minister of National Defense
and Multiculturalism Hon. Jason Kenney

| would like to extend my warmest greet-
ings to all those participating in the National
Crossing Boundaries Art Exhibition 2015
co-organized by the Federation of Canadian
Artists (FCA) and the International Arts
Gallery (IAG), and co-sponsored by the
Canada Chinese Arts Bridge Association
(CCABA).

This Canada-wide exhibition is a won-
derful opportunity to discover and enjoy
many aspects of Chinese culture. Themed,

Splendor of Canada this event is an excellent way to promote arts and culture be-
tween Western and Chinese artists in Canada. In particular, | would like to congratulate
the 60 masterful artists nominated for their exceptional artistic talent.

The partnership between FCA, IAC, and CCABA celebrates a unique combination of
artistic expression originating from different traditions which complements Canadas
spirit of pluralism.

As Minister for Multiculturalism, | would like to congratulate the organizers and
sponsors for organizing this exhibition.

Best wishes for a successful event!

Sincerely,

The Hon. Jason Kenney, PC, MP
MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURALISM



Greeting from Minister of Canadian
Heritage & Official Languages
Hon. Shelly Glover

On the road to Canada s 150th birthday in
2017, we have a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate everything that makes this such a
remarkable country including our diverse
multicultural communities and our talented
artists.

The National Crossing Boundaries
Exhibition 2015 helps build bridges across
cultures by showcasing both Western and
Chinese art. Sharing our diverse heritage
and traditions leads to better understand-
ing and communication among people of all
backgrounds. In so doing, we grow in our
knowledge of one another and enrich our
collective culture.

On behalf of Prime Minister Stephen

Harper and the Government of Canada,

| would like to commend the Federation

of Canadian Artists, the International Arts

Gallery, and the Canada Chinese Arts Bridge

Association on organizing this unique exhi-

bition. Best wishes for success in your efforts to foster diversity of artistic expression
in Canada.

The Honourable Shelly Glover
MINISTER OF CANADIAN HERITAGE & OFFICIAL LANGUAGES



Greetings from the Minister of State for
Multiculturalism Mr. Uppal

| am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all
those attending the National Crossing Boundaries
Art Exhibition hosted by the Federation of Canadian
Artists (FCA) and the International Arts Gallery (IAG),
and co-sponsored by the Canada Chinese Arts Bridge
Association (CCABA).

The exhibition serves as an excellent opportunity to
highlight the signi cant contributions of Canadians of
Chinese descent in the arts, and how these organizations
have fostered such contributions. This exhibition also
showcases the splendor of Canada through the exchange
of arts and culture between the east and the west.

The hard work and commitment of organizations such
as the FCA, the IAG and the CCABA is a chance for Canadians of all backgrounds to
learn about and celebrate the exceptional contributions to our society made by artists
of all backgrounds and to promote Canadas tradition of cultural diversity, re ecting
our unique stories while celebrating our common national identity. As Prime Minister
Harper noted: Canadians are rightly proud of the fact that we are a nation of immi-
grants, people who have come from all corners of the earth and who have worked
together to build one of the most peaceful and prosperous nations in human history.

As Minister of State for Multiculturalism, | would like to commend the organizers,
artists and volunteers for their continued contribution to Canada‘s pluralism and di-
versity.

Best wishes to everyone attending this year s event.

Sincerely,

The Honourable Tim Uppal, P.C., M.P.
MINISTER OF STATE FOR MULTICULTURALISM



Greeting from the Director of HKETO in
Canada Ms. Gloria Lo

On behalf of the Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Of ce, | would like to give my
warmest congratulations on the launch-
ing of the National Crossing Boundaries
Arts Exhibition 2015 by the Federation of
Canadian Artists and the International Arts
Gallery.

The exhibition is a wonderful initiative to
promote both mainstream Canadian arts
and oriental Chinese paintings, providing a
great occasion for cross boundary and cross
cultural exchanges. In particular, the exhibi-
tion features the masterpieces of a number
of renowned local artists with Hong Kong or-
igin. Hong Kong has long established close
social ties with Canada and the two have
frequent exchanges in culture and other im-
portant aspects.

Like Canada, Hong Kong is rich in cultur-
al diversity. As a unique place where east meets west, Hong Kong has a vibrant arts
scene where people enjoy the various forms of visual and performance arts of tradi-
tional Chinese and western cultures. While being an international metropolis, our city
also attaches great importance to maintaining its cultural heritage. To further develop
Hong Kong as a cultural hub in the region, we are developing a cultural district in the
territory known as the West Kowloon Cultural District. The district will provide a cluster
of state-of-the-art venues for cultural performance and exhibitions upon commission-
ing in phases in the coming few years. We look forward to seeing more opportunities
for collaboration and exchanges between Hong Kong and Canada in arts and culture
with this important infrastructure in place in the near future.

Finally, | express appreciation for the great efforts of the two co-organizers in pro-
moting cultural exhanges and | wish the exhibition every success.

Gloria Lo
DIRECTOR, HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OFFICE IN CANADA



Greeting from Mr. Ronald Leung

It is my pleasure to welcome all the arts
lovers attending the National Crossing
Boundaries Art Exhibition 2015. This ex-
hibition is an opportunity to appreciate the
creativity and contribution of our Canadian
artists. It enhances the development and
exchange of arts and culture between
Western and Chinese arts in Canada.

Canadians of Chinese heritage are an
integral part of the remarkable success of
our arts and culture mosaic. The invaluable
cooperation of the Federation of Canadian
Artists (FCA) and the International Arts
Gallery (IAG), co-sponsored by the Canada
Chinese Arts Bridge Association strength-
ens Canadas diversity and contributes di-
rectly to our success as a thriving, inclusive
society.

Our pluralistic society is a success story,
due in large part, to the hard work and ded-
ication of organizations such as yours, who

bring together communities and foster a spirit of friendship among all new and old
Canadians regardless of their cultural background.

| would like to thank all the artists and volunteers for their continued dedication
contributions to Canada s arts and heritage.

Ronald Leung

SENIOR REGIONAL ADVISOR
OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR MULTICULTURALISM



Greeting from the Board President of the
FCA Mr. Andrew McDermott

National Crossing Boundaries is the joint
effort of the Federation of Canadian Artists
(FCA) and the International Arts Gallery
(IAG). The FCA is honoured to have this op-
portunity to work with the IAG to create the
works you nd in this exhibition. This joint
effort of the organizers from both IAG and
the FCA brings artists from different walks
of life and different cultures together. These
artists have two important similarities; rstly
we share common ground in being proud to
be Canadian and pride in this vast country.
Secondly we share a love of art in its many
forms and the practice of making works that
visually intrigue us.

This exhibition is a demonstration of just
how diverse Canadian artists are. This di-
versity is a re ection of the multicultural na-
ture of our society; having many different
ideologies, beliefs and interests.

I would like to thank all those who helped in organizing this show and the participat-
ing artists. | would also like to acknowledge everyone who believes that art has a major
role to play in contributing to our national culture and the unity of our diverse peoples.

Sincerely,

Andrew McDermott

BOARD PRESIDENT
FEDERATION OF CANADIAN ARTISTS



Greeting from the President of IAG and
CCABA Ms. Katherine Chan

My warmest regard and gratitude to ev-
eryone taking part in this National Crossing
Boundaries Art Exhibition 2015, including
wonderful organizing committee members
Mr. Andrew McDermott, Mr. Alfonso Tejada,
Mr. Patrick Meyer, Mr. John Chan and for-
mer FCA Gallery Director Ms. Mila Kostic.
To Mr. Alfonso Tejada in particular, we owe
you a special vote of thanks for your hard
work in coordinating the communication
and administration between FCA and IAG,
without you this event would not have hap-
pened. | also like to express my thanks and
appreciation to our very generous sponsors,
the wonderful artists participating in the ex-
hibition, our work teams and volunteers and
most importantly, the endorsement from the
Of ce of the Minister of Canadian Heritage
and Of cial Languages, and the support
from the Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Of ce in Canada, without these, this art ex-
hibition would not be possible.

This exhibition is a true celebration of the spirit of Multiculturalism of Canada. Each
art piece is a showcase of the expression of the artists love, compassion, emotions,
personality, vision, imagination and perception of their world. It is a celebration of peo-
ple crossing paths, stories of their life journey, cultural background and pride of their
roots and heritage. We are grateful Canada is a beautiful country not only with the best
guality of air and water on earth, with beautiful landscape and animals but also that
it embraces the diversity and equality of every Canadian as regards race, national or
ethnic origin, skin colour and religion. It allows each one of us to be a beautiful strand
making up the colourful tapestry of the Canadian culture.

To the artists, the canvas or drawing paper is their world of imagination where only
the sky is the limit, their diaries and poems without words. Each piece of art is dis-
tinctively unique but transcends boundaries of cultural, ethnic and linguistic barriers,
beyond past and present, capturing beauty which is universally human.

We hope this art exhibition will be a platform and space where participants from di-
verse cultures can share their creative expression and cultural heritage and be build-
ers of bridges for cultural encounters, for intercultural and intergenerational dialogues,
and for a legacy for generations to come.

Katherine Chan

PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL ARTS GALLERY
CHAIRMAN, CANADA CHINESE ARTS BRIDGE ASSOCIATION



Greeting from the Executive Director of the
FCA Mr. Patrick Meyer

On behalf of the Federation of Canadian
Artists | extend a warm congratulations to
all 60 artists included in this exhibition and
to the jurors, volunteers, and staff of IAG
and the FCA who have made this exhibition
possible. | have personally been witness
to a small fraction of the work necessary
to orchestrate this exhibition and am in
awe of such high calibre work as we see
in this National Crossing Boundaries Art
Exhibition 2015.

The Federation of Canadian Artists has

a rich history that dates back nearly 75

years. Group of Seven luminaries Lawren

Harris, Arthur Lismer, and A. Y. Jackson

were among the founding members of the

FCA, along with many other highly respect-

ed Canadian artists such as Andr@ Bidler,

Frances Loring, Walter Abell, Ernest Lindner

and Byllee Lang. They came together with a common mission to unite all Canadian

artists for mutual support and to promote common aims. This is still very much what

we do today; we advance the knowledge and appreciation of art and culture to all

Canadians, offering education, exhibition, and communication in the Visual Arts, and

support and promote emerging artists.Crossing Boundaries is the next step in this

mission; to provide support, promote common aims and unite artists throughout the
world and across cultures.

The book you hold in your hands is your very own portable exhibition. Each page
features an artwork that speaks to the splendour of Canada. | extend a heart-felt thank
you to the artists for the hours of time, moments of inspiration and frustration, late
nights and extended mornings and for the creative energies invested lovingly into each
brushstroke. Their work contributes to our human culture.

Warm Regards,

Patrick Meyer

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
FEDERATION OF CANADIAN ARTISTS



Greeting from the Executive Director of IAG
and General Secretary of ISRAC
Mr. John Chan

In modern society, we are diversi ed, yet
united. We all come to this nation with identi-
ties of our own these identities are shaped
by ancestry, religion, language, history, values,
customs and institutions and labeled with ref-
erence to tribes, ethnic groups and religious
communities. In spite of them, we are blessed
that our nation has adopted the of cial policy of
Multiculturalism. Our society af rms the values
and dignity of all Canadians, encouraging them
to keep their identities, and at the same time
advocating racial, ethnic and religious accep-
tance. This is achieved through crossing cultural
boundaries interactions, by encouraging under-
standing and exchanges.

Crossing boundaries interactions helps inte-
grate different individuals into this great nation
of Canada as a whole. Acceptance enhances an
individual s self-con dence, which further leads
to his or her readiness to integrate into broader

society and take part in local, cultural, economic and political affairs for our common good.
This belief is perhaps the driving force and inspiration behind the 2015National Crossing
Boundaries Splendor of Canada Arts Exhibition, which is initiated by the Federation of
Canadian Artists and the International Arts Gallery as supported by the Canada Chinese
Arts Bridge Association.

This exhibition showcases sixty pieces of art, thirty of which are from each participating
art groups, representing the best art creations from Chinese origin sector and the main-
stream sector in Vancouver. The theme of the exhibition, Splendor of Canada is a signif-
icant reminder that everyone is an integral part of Canada.

It is often said that art is a symbolic expression of feelings and ideas in signi cant de-
sign. Granted that it is good for individual artists to be self-expressive and present their
ideas and feelings through their creations. My humble submission is therefore that it would
also be good for art as a whole to be broadly communicative. | sincerely hope that these
60 pieces will connect the wider audience to our appreciation and respect for culturally
diverse artworks, and to each of them for their distinct styles, ideas, meanings and beauty.

John Chan

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL ARTS GALLERY
GENERAL SECRETARY, INTERNATIONAL STUDY AND RESEARCH ARTS CENTER
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Greeting from Honorary First President of
Event Professor Johnson Chow

| am delighted to extend my warmest
greetings to all of you attending the National
Crossing Boundaries Arts Exhibition 2015,
co-organized by the Federation of Canadian
Artists and International Arts Gallery.

Canada is a country rich in resources,
heritage and multi-culturalism. Someone
once expressed best that a nation s culture
is de ned by its participation in the arts.
This exhibition will feature the ne works of
Oriental and Western artists in equal rep-
resentations. It will be a perfect opportu-
nity for Canadians to view and appreciate
wonderful art from both worlds. It is also an
opportunity for the artists themselves to ex-
change ideas and bring their own works to
a higher level.

| sincerely wish this exhibition every suc-

cess and that it becomes one of the brighter moments in Canadian art history.

Prof. Johnson Su-sing Chow

FOUNDER OF CHINESE CANADIAN ARTISTS FEDERATION
FOUNDER OF WU SCHOOL ART ASSOCIATION



Greeting from Honorary Co-President of
Event Mr. Paul Oei and Ms. Loretta Lai

We are delighted to extend our warmest
greetings to everyone participating in the 1st
National Crossing Boundaries Art Exhibition
2015, organized by the Federation of
Canadian Artists and the International Arts
Gallery.

The history, value, outlook and civilization
of each culture on earth is manifested by
their arts, which serve as very signi cantand
effective media in establishing understand-
ing and friendship of different cultures. You
dont have to understand the language of
a speci ¢ ethnic group to appreciate and
enjoy their arts. This crossing boundaries
art exhibition is aimed at strengthening the
friendship of different ethnic communities
and unites the nation of Canada as a whole.

The year 2015-2016 has been designat-
ed the Year of People-to-People and Cultural Exchanges between China and Canada
by the joint signatories of Prime Minister Harper and Chinese Primer Li Kegiang.
Without a shadow of doubt, the 1st National Crossing Boundaries Art Exhibition 2015

Splendor of Canada , jointly initiated and organized by the two most signi cant arts
groups in Vancouver The Federation of Canadian Artists and the International Arts
Gallery, will launch this milestone for strengthening friendship, harmony and coopera-
tion among Canadians and promote cultural exchange towards understanding of arts
of Canada and China.

Paul OEl and Loretta LAI
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Greeting from Honorary Co-President of
Event Mr. Dickey Tam
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WHAT’S IN MEDIA GROUP

Its our pleasure to congratulate

International Arts Gallery (IAG) and the

Federation of Canadian Artists (FCA) for

organizing National Crossing Boundaries

Arts Exhibition 2015 . It s also been a plea-

sure and honour for me and my wife to

witness the remarkable pieces created by

these talented Chinese artists; we were truly

impressed by those stunning artworks pre-

sented in the competition. As a Chinese who

lived in Canada for many years, | ve recog-

nized the importance of Chinese culture as

one component of Canada s multicultural character. Whatsin Media Group, as one of

the local bilingual Chinese media group, has the responsibility to bridge the Chinese
community and other cultures. It is who we are and what we always aiming for.

We believe that there are no boundaries when creating and appreciating great art-
works. The competition was not only a platform for communicating, a showcase for
Chinese arts, but also was in uential art education for the public. We would like to
congratulate all the award winners and participants in the competition. Moreover, we
would like to present our admiration to the organizations and people who hosted this
special event. We wish Crossing Boundaries brilliant accomplishments in the future.

Sincerely,

Dickey Tam
HONORARY CO-PRESIDENT






ADAMS, GAYE

| believe art should be beautiful; and by
that | do not mean the obviously picturesque.
It brings me joy to convey nuance of color
temperature, to create the illusion of atmo-
sphere and the magic of light. The alchemy
that occurs when a viewer is transported to
not just a place, but to a feeling, and expe-
rience, by the mere application of paint on
canvas is a powerful and wonderful thing.

Although | know that it is a lofty thing to
aspire to, it is always my desire to create that
state for the viewer, and to experience the
Divine Breath moving through me to create
the transmutation of paint and canvas into
something other, something much more.
Something that can facilitate the lifting of the
human spirit.

It is joy.

BIOGRAPHY
Gaye Adams believes she is blessed to live
the life of a painter.

Crystal Cove
24" x 36", Qil

Her work is not at all dif cult to under-
stand. It is merely an ongoing exploration of
that which the artist nds beautiful, from the
everyday to the extraordinary.

What really drives her to the easel is her
love of rendering light. Back-light, cast shad-
ows, bounced light it is all mesmerizing.
Adams enjoys the other elements present in
the visual eld, those of color and design etc.,
but the light hooks her every time.

In addition to her larger studio paintings,
she very much enjoys painting on site, and
has been privileged to do a fair amount of
traveling and painting in the last number of
years. She also enjoys doing small studies
of the still life and the model in her studio
during the long Canadian winters.

To balance the solitude of her life as a
painter, Adams nds a great deal of ful Il-
ment paying forward the skills her mentors
have passed on to her to her students.

www.gayeadams.com
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ALEXANDER, FRAN

| am by nature methodical, so it became
an interesting paradox when | began to paint,
that | was drawn to unconventional elements
of composition in our complex world. | arrange
each canvas, using inspiration from my hun-
dreds of photos taken on outings, or from my
still life set ups. My painting technique contin-
ues through selecting the photo with the most
potential compositions and are therefore, in-
stinctively more pleasing to the eye.

Using either oil or acrylic paints, | ascribe
a limited palette, preferring the subtlety of
combining shading and tonal qualities of
a few colours to achieve the photo-realism
found in my paintings. Multiple layers of paint
glazes are then added to each shape to cre-
ate a feeling of depth, light, and variety. | am
continually stepping back and forth from the
easel to appraise and enhance each stage.

This approach, also, introduces an unex-
pected splendor infused with natural architec-
tural structure helping create a tremendous
sense of joy and satisfaction for the viewer.

In the Folds
24" x 36", Qil
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BIOGRAPHY

Born and raised in beautiful Vancouver,
Fran Alexander believes she was destined
to be an artist. Through her early years,
Alexander passionately attended school art
classes and by combining her artistic en-
deavors she hence graduated with a degree
in art education from the University of British
Columbia.

She has traveled the world, having the
rare opportunity to teach art in several set-
tings, the Northwest Territories, Toronto, and
Luxembourg. As a member of the Inuvik Arts
and Crafts Council for three years, she ar-
dently promoted cultural enrichment in the
North. Her presentations at the teachers
conferences were richly bene ted by her
classroom experience, which were composed
primarily of Inuvialuit, Gwichn and Metis
children. Alexander has said her time in the

Land of the Midnight Sun was one of the
most rewarding experiences of her life.

A skillful use of colour, subject matter akin

to a diligent balance is a constant muse,
rendering paintings that are simply exquisite
with a hint of understated elegance.

www.franalexander.com






